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Ex-CIA directors oppt 
controls on coyert actions 


~ ‘Washington (AP) — Former CIA 


' Director Stansfield Turner warned a 


rare open session of the House Intelli- 
gence Committee yesterday that se- 
cret paramilitary operations ‘would 


“ be-scrapped if Congress had to ap- 
_ prove therm in advance. : 


Mr. Turner, head of the agency un- 
der President Jimmy Carter, said, 


_“There are covert actions that would 


be;very helpful to this country that 
would be ruled out if approval were 
involved. ae i 
“There is a perception in the intel- 
ligence community that the further a 
secret gets from the intelligence 
branch, the more likely it is to leak.” 
His testimony paralleled that 
given Tuesday by another former CIA 
director, William E. Colby, who_pre- 
dicted that if advance congressional 


-approval were required, “no clandes- 


tine activity. of. that sort will ever 
take place.” an 

Legislation now before the panel 
would give Congress the right to ap- 
prove most coveft paramilitary 
operations carried out or financed by 
the United States. 

Representative Wyche Fowler, Jr. 
(D, Ga.), the bill’s chief sponsor and a 
committee member, said _ covert 
operations that involve a military 


-force — those covered by the bill — 


are few and are separate from more 
common intelligence-gathering . ac- 
‘tivities. ol 


0901F 


| One congressional source, who 


000600430016-1 


asked not to be named, said there - 
were fewer than a dozen paramili- 


tary operations a y2ar. 


Mr. Turner said Congress should 
monitor the effectiveness of the na- 


tion’s intelligence agencies and en-' 
sure that the operations remain with-: 


in proper boundaries, ‘but said that if 
the Fowler bill is approved, “you're 
going to get mired:down and lose this 
broader perspective.” 


Congressional controls were sup- 
ported by two others witnesses, Birch 


Bayh, a-former Democratic senator ° 


from Indiana and former chairman of 
the Senate Intelligence Committee, 
and Morton H. Halperin, director of 


_the Center for National Security 


Studies. 


: Mr. Halperin said he strongly sup- ; 
ported the Fowler bill but proposed | 
that exceptions be made in situations ° 


that arise suddenly, such as the at- 
tempted rescue of U.S. hostages in 
Iran. : 


“J don’t think this bill ties the pres- 
ident down,” he said. 


Mr. Bayh said of the bill, “I have 
no problem with that at all.” He add- 
ed that while presidents and CIA di- 
rectors are “almost obsessed” with 
the view that “Congress can't be 
trusted, the real place you have leaks 


_is in the executive branch.” 
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By Joanne Omang 
" Washington Post Staff Writer : 
The Reagan administration yesterday went to 
the House with its new case for more covert aid to 
Nicaraguan rebels,-arguing that rebels should con- 
tinue to harass Managua as long as Managua is 
harassing U.S. friends in the region, = =). 
- Secretary of State George P. Shultz.and CIA 
Director William J. Casey briefed the House In- 
telligence Committee privately on the administra 
tion's new “finding” of need for the aid, which the 
House voted to eliminate in July. But the Senate 
has.not concurred, and the issue is up for consid- 
eration again in a bill to fund intelligence oper- 
ations in fiscal 1984, which begins Oct. 1. 
A participant in the meeting said the members 
of Congress “listened politely, in some cases with 
_ skepticism,” asked some questions but engaged in 
no heated debate. 
Another participant said it was highly unlikely 
_ that the new approach would convince the -Intel- 
ligence Committee to change its position against 
the aid. No House action is expected on the meas- 
ure until next month. ; 
The administration’s new rationale for covert 
gid was demanded by the Senate Intelligence 
Committee as a condition for continuing funding 


after Oct. 1. Senators on the committee who heard 


Casey and Shultz’s presentation Tuesday spent an . 


hour discussing it yesterday and are expected to 
give it formal approval today. : 

The new position expands on the administra- 
tion’s previous argument that covert aid was only 


_ being used to halt the arms flow from Nicaragua . 


to leftist guerrillas in El Salvador. Now the aid is 


. to be aimed: at causing -a change in overall Ni- 


caraguan policy in the region, which the ‘admin- 
istration says is defined by the Nicaraguan slogan, 
“Revolution without frontiers.” “> 
At en earlier hearing of the House committee 
yesterday. former CIA director ‘Stansfield Turner 
said there is “no question that you can and should 
_ pack out of |covert activity in] Nicaragua, and you 
should force the administration to back out.” 
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But he opposed legislation that would require — 
future paramilitary and military-covert operations 
to be approved in advance by the two Intelligence 
committees, saying it “clearly transcends the in- ~ 
tent of the Constitution” and would be “one more 
straw on the camel's back” of congressional over- 


“There are covert operations. that would be very 
helpful to this country that. would have to be 
_Tuled, out” under-the proposals, including emer- 


_-zeney actions, Turner Said. The bill's sponsor, 
“ Rep." Wyche Fowler Jr. (D-Ga.}, said nee pe 


planned that would exempt emergency projec 
exe! Y projecis. 
.At the moment, he said, “Congress and the ii 


: think we [on the committee] are accountable but 
> we are not.” — a : 


Turner and former senator Birch Bayh (D- 


- Ind), who“ favored the legislation, ‘both recom- 
- mended that the committee attach restrictions on 


the contingency reserve fund, the CIA’s secret 
budget, when it authorizes appropriations. — 
Morton H. Halperin, director of. the Center for 
National Security Studies, said new controls are 
necessary because covert actions, which were once 
used only as a last resort, “are now just one of the - 
options on the shelf.” - 


' In a related development, a spokesman for the 


. Kissinger commission on Central America, which 
- is expected to recommend a long-term policy for 


the region in February, said the members will 
begin their first visit to the area Oct. 9 in Panama 
City, with one-day stops in Costa Rica, El Sal- 
vador, Guatemala and Honduras. A final stop in 
Nicaragua “still is urtdecided,” he said. ~ 

He said the 12 members had decided to travel 
together rather than in small groups staying long- 
er in separate places, as was proposed earlier. 
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Stansfield ‘Turne} 


ay former CIA: 
teres need not approve.covert action. 


Ina rare open session 
bntelligehes ~Committee : yesterday, 
former CIA, Director Stansfield 

Turner warned that:secret paramili- 
_ tary operations would ‘be'scrapped if 
, Congress had to approve them in 
f advance. Turner, ‘head -of ‘the spy 
_agency under President Jimmy Car- 
eter; said, “There:are.covert-actions 
that would be very helpful to this’ 
_country that would be ruled out if. 
\ approval were involved.”, Legislati on: 
‘now before. the panel -would . give | 
Congress the right to approve almost ' 
all .covert paramilitary operations 
‘carried out or financed by the Unit-- 
~ed States. Turner said; however, that 


the: bill would “be “unconstitutional 
and might endanger the lives of US. 
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- ‘agents by increasing thé Stick of. ieaks’ 


by members of Congress-and- theirs 
‘staff members. Rep. Wyche Fowler 
-Jr. (D., Ga.), the bill's author, said 


the requirement would be limited. 
‘only to.secret paramilitary and mili-. 
“tary operations and would not affect’. 
“normal intelligence gathering. He as- 
‘sured Turner he would seek changes, 
.*in the bill to ensure Seciety for the 
‘identities: of. -agents.* woh, aos 
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Former (.1.A. Director Warns 


yeCongress on Covert Action 


-SWASHINGTON, Sept. 21 (AP) — 
Agim. Stansfield Turner, the former di- 
tector of Central Intelligence, warned 
a fare open session of the House Intelli- 
gence Committee today that secret 
‘paramilitary’ operations would be 
scrapped if Congress had to approve 
‘them in advance. 
» Admiral Turner, head of the agency 
under President Carter, said, ‘‘There 
are covert actions that would be very 
helpful to this country that would be 
ruled out if approval were invoived.”” | 
Admiral Turner told the committee: 
“There is a perception in the intelli-. 
" gence community that the further a se- 
cret gets from the inte! ce branch, 
the more likely it is to leak.” 
His testimony paralleled that of an- 
other former Director of Central Intel- 
Jigence, William E. Colby, on Tuesday. 
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